
The French Connection 
Central High School Memories 

By Orville Menard, ‘51 
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������  to sing “Frère Jacques” in kindly Bess Bozell's français class. When I graduated from college, I also became an officer in 
the Air Force. A few months later, the Menards (my wife—Darlene Book, '51—and I) arrived at Orly Air Field, Paris, in 1956, to begin our 
two-year assignment in France. Before leaving the U.S. we visited Miss Bozell to tell her our good news, and she told us about a friend of 
hers to visit at the Alliance Française, the international French language and cultural organization on the Boulevard Raspail. 

One day we went to the Alliance to relay Miss Bozell's regards. We informed the secretary we were there to see Monsieur X. "Did we have an 
appointment?" "No." "Why were we there?" To pay a call on M. X on behalf of his friend in Omaha, Nebraska. Several secretaries later, we 
finally made it to M. X in his impressive office on the seventh floor. There we learned that he was the president of the Alliance. As it hap-
pened, he did not recognize the name of Bess Bozell in Omaha, and he couldn't find it in his extensive card file. Nonetheless, courtly and gra-
cious, he spent a few minutes with us, welcoming us to France and introducing us to French charm and hospitality. Although Miss Bozell’s 
name wasn't recognized, her contagious love of France had guided us to the top floor of the building on the Boulevard Raspail. 

Left: The Menards in Paris, 1956. The photo was taken atop 
the Arc de Triomphe. 

Right:The Menards were recently honored by the estab-
lishment—by colleagues, friends, and former students—of 
the Darlene and Orville D. Menard Political Science Schol-
arship Fund at the University of Nebraska Foundation. Dr. 
Menard taught at UNO from 1964 to 1998. The fund sup-
ports an outstanding political science student each year. 

Reunion Tips (continued from page 2) 
Lodging should be inexpensive and convenient.We housed the out-of-towners at the Regency Lodge on 107th and Pacific, which was 

also the site of the Saturday-night party. We stocked the rooms with bags of info from the Convention and Tourism Office plus specifics 
about the weekend—a list of classmates at the hotel, important phone numbers, directions to various venues, etc. 

Keep it informal. Friday night’s dinner was at Johnny’s Café at 27th and L. People loved being in the older parts of town and having an 
Omaha steak. The restaurant gave us six dinner options reasonably priced as low as $16 per plate including tax and tip. We collected during 
the cash-bar cocktail hour and gave the guests tickets whose colors indicated their choices. As chairman, I welcomed everyone and set an 
informal tone for the weekend—dress shirts and ties not needed, anything goes. 

Saturday morning we met at Central, then at Upstream in the Old Market. The staff there, as at Johnny’s, was helpful and pleasant. Then 
some of us toured Kaneko, the new creativity center between 11th and 12th on Jones. It was fascinating—nothing like it in the country. 

Saturday evening’s party was in a lovely windowed room at Regency, exactly the right size for our 69 attendees. On our round tables for 
ten were footed glass cake plates on which we arranged Angie’s gorgeous cupcakes above purple and white mums and huge golden sunflow-
ers. The evening began with a cash bar. I greeted everyone at a microphone that remained on all through dinner, and, as we’d hoped, people 
used it to share stories and recollections. Someone suggested everyone stand and say a few words about himself or herself. When one class-
mate went up to his hotel room and returned with his bagpipes to play “Amazing Grace,” we knew we had a hit reunion. 

Use the Central High Foundation office. There’s a banner and poster and other resources, and Terry Price is unbelievably helpful. 
Be relaxed and enthused—Your classmates will too. 

 We’ve been asked to start planning our 65th. Oiy.   —Eunie Denenberg, chairman

Central High School Foundation 
P. O. Box 31610 
Omaha, Nebraska 68131-0610 
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Keep the Flag Flying 
By James Wilson, ‘92

Alumni Association President

s the “oldest, largest, and most di-
verse high school in the state,” says 
its new principal, Central High 
School offers unique and welcome 

challenges—not the least of which is learn-
ing hundreds of names. After all, Greg Em-
mel is getting to know twenty-four hundred 
students and their families, and scores of 
staff members—as well as alumni represent-
ing eight decades of former Centralites. 

Still, Emmel comes to Central with 
many friends and admirers in the school and 
the district. He's been with the Omaha Pub-
lic Schools for three decades, starting as a 
language-arts and social-studies teacher at 
Monroe Middle School in 1977. He spent 
two years in student personnel at the district 
level, was Northwest High School's assistant 
principal for ten years, and from 1999 until 
last year was principal of McMillan Magnet 
Middle School. 
Central tradition ’unique’

A graduate of Augustana College in 
Sioux Falls, Emmel earned Master of Sci-
ence and Education Specialist degrees in 
educational administration at the University 
of Nebraska at Omaha. He especially enjoys 
the middle-school and high-school environ-
ments. “I love the student activities,” he 
says. “I love watching kids perform and 
compete” in drama, music, athletics, and 

other endeavors.”
Emmel is a past president of the Ne-

braska State Association of Secondary 
School Principals Region 2 and is involved 
with other professional and civic organiza-
tions, including Downtown Omaha Inc. 

Central High is steeped in tradition that 
Emmel says is “unique,” adding, “I'm 
amazed as day after day I meet alumni and 
hear them express their feelings about being 
a graduate of Central High School. There's 
nothing else like it. It's a privilege to have a 
place in that tradition." 

here is no better way to see Central 
High School for the first time than to 
approach it from the east on Capitol 

Avenue. The hilltop site and the dramatic exte-
rior, with its sweeping staircases, its stately col-
umns, and its solid permanence, reflect Central's 
academic and historical importance. 

My education at Central has served me 
well in my career. The school's well-
deserved reputation for teaching, its culture, 
and its wealth of worthwhile activities make 
a strong foundation for any student's dreams.  

Working with the Central High School 
Alumni Association brings deep satisfaction: 
�  It keeps me up to date on developments at 
the school. �  It allows me to “give back” to 
the institution that gave so much to me—not 
merely knowledge but a love of learning. 
�  Each meeting offers a chance to get to 
know Eagles of other generations, hearing 
stories that we all identify with….

My years at Central will always be a 
source of joy and pride to me. What a gift to 
learn from teachers whose dedication, 
knowledge, wisdom, and skill ignited my 
interest and made me determined to be the 
best I can be in every endeavor.  

If you are an Alumni Association mem-
ber, many thanks for your support. If you are 
not yet a member, please join us! The dedi-
cation of alumni helps the school remain 
dynamic and relevant, inspiring future gen-
erations to keep the flag flying over Central.

T
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Save the Date 
(See page 3 for details)
� Annual Golf Out-

ing–June 4 
� First Annual Alumni 

Open House Day—
June 30 

Also in this issue  
� Reunions, 2006 & 

2007—and some 
tips from a veteran 
reunion planner 

� The French Con-
nection, by Orv 
Menard, ‘51

Call, write, or e-mail to join the Alumni 
Association, learn more about alumni 
activities, or get help with your reunion. 

Central High School Alumni Association 
P. O. Box 31610 �  Omaha, Nebraska 68131-0610 

402-556-1996 �  www.centralhighomaha.org 
chsfoundation@cox.net



The Class of 1986met for a casual get-together Friday, August 4, at Castle Barrett near 42nd

and Leavenworth. Attending Saturday’s dinner-dance at 1316 Jones Street were more than 60 
alums (pictured above) and their spouses or escorts. Attendees came from both coasts and 
points between. “We had a great time, very relaxed,” said planning-committee member Chris 
Peterson Steffen (left photo, bottom row, second from right). “Everyone was just genuinely 
glad to see each other.”

The Cl ass of 1966 held its 40-year reunion August 18 and 19, 2006.  More than 125 class-
mates gathered to celebrate at the Sunset Valley Country Club on Friday and the Field Club 
on Saturday. Several teachers joined us Saturday for the Central tour, including the Williams 
"brothers," Ray from California and John from Omaha. The  photo features Norris Junior 
High alums as they were taunted by the Lewis and Clarkers. —Cindy Hadsell 

1947 (60-year) June 8-10  Ray Barr 402-333-7938  lbbarr@cox.net  
1952 (55-year)  October 5-7  Paula Katzman Albert 402-334-5622 pkachs@aol.com  
1957 (50-year) May 18-20 Shelley Green Stern 402-333-1201 
   Lyla Wetterling Thom pson 402-556-8673 
     lylathompson@aol.com  
1967 (40-year)   August 31-Sept. 1  Howard Borden 402-556-0577 
   Debbie Schoneboom Schwertley 402-334-2260 
     dschwertley@aol.com  
1977 (30-year) August 31-Sept. 2 Jane Loeck 402-415-8474  jaloeck@cox.net 
   Ti m Wortman 402-390-2337  a032355@allstate.com  
1987 (20-year) August 3-5  Joe Fogarty 206-729-1517  central1987@gmail.com  
1997 (10-year)   July 27-29  Quiana Mitchem 850-445-0199  qsecret@hotmail.com
  Kristin Bauer Nelson 402 496-6207  
    kbauer21@yahoo.com

Reunions in 2007

Reunions in 2006

Reunions in 2006 (cont.)

Be Your Own Reunion Entertainment 
Eunie Denenberg has chaired so many Class of 1946 reunions she has it down to a science. Th e 60-year reunion last summer “was a huge 
success,” she says. “Why not? Anyone willing to schlep to Omaha in the middle of August was determined to have a great time.”

Eunie’s experience and flawless planning helped too. Here’s how she helped organize the most recent event: 
Keep the cost low.No one needs a band by this point; people want to talk. Use an open mike for your entertainment. Nothing’s more 

meaningful than personal comments and recollections. 
We charged $50 per person, which covered all mailings, the Saturday-night party, decorations, and dessert (luscious decorated cup-

cakes by Angie Bremkin). One of our classmates donated wine for dinner; another took pictures. (Continued on page 4) 
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Attention All Central High Alumni!

5th Annual Golf Event Is June 4 
lease join us for the 5th Annual Central High Golf Outing, 
benefiting the Omaha Central High Athletic Department. 
This y ears’ event will again be held at Ironwood Country 
Club. The  entry fee is $125 per golfer and includes green 

fees, cart, lunch, dinner, gift packet and prizes. 
Format is Te xas Scramble  
Partial list of what past proceeds have paid for: John Deere Gator, 
trailer and hitch, turf-cleaning machine, hot-dog grill and bun 
warmer for concession stand, power washer, privacy slats for the 
Seemann Stadium fence, goal post nets, and video camera for re-
cording sports events 
Entry deadline: May 30, 2007
Th ank you for your interest in Central High Athletics! For more in-
formation, please call CHS Athletic Director Darin K. Williams at 
402-557-3312 

�
Don’t let the pictures fool you; ladies play too! Left photo: Jono Bradford 
‘95, Brian Walter ‘95, Tim  Langan ‘95, Matt Darling ’99, Nate Bullington 
‘99, Jamie Stogdill ‘96 and Adam Rinn ‘96.Right photo: Rob Likes, ‘91; 
Keith Dubes, ‘91; Harry Gaylor, CHS Marketing Te acher; Chris Harz, ‘90
and Wiff Farrell, ‘91  

Join Up! 
his newsletter, the Alumni Open House, reunion assistance, 
and the Hall of Fame are just a few activities that your mem-
bership supports. Our  mission is to “keep Central Central,”

with its tradition of excellence and its particular mystique. T he 
Alumni Association is part of the 501(c)(3) CHS Foundation, whose 
mission is to provide resources to Central so that it can continue to 
offer an extraordinary education experience. Use the form or join 
online at centralhighomaha.org/alumni/donate.asp. Annual 
membership starts at $15. 

1st Annual Alumni 
Open House Day Is June 30 

his IS a test  
(no bluebook required). 

Please check all that apply: 
�  Wishing your class would have a reunion? 
�  Haven’t been back to Central since graduation? 
� “Pining” for your old (wooden?) locker, the warm creak of those 

hardwood floors, and your old friends? 
�  Want to show off your alma mater? 
�  All of the above 
�  Other 

If you checked any of the above, this is your invitation to

The First Annual Alumni Open House Day 

WHO: Anyone—grads, family, friends 
WHAT: Tim e to reminisce, tour the school, chat in the courtyard, 
shop for CHS memorabilia 
WHEN: Saturday, June 30, 2007, 1 to 4 p.m. 
WHERE: Meet in the Courtyard  
WHY: To honor you! 
COST:Free! 
Light Refreshments Served  
Please RSVP on the form or e-mail chsfoundation@cox.net

—Joanie Labenz Eledge, ‘76 

Reunion planners gather 
just inside the Central 
High School east entrance 
(you won’t believe how 
the view has changed): (L–
R) Joan Krasne Marcus 
’55, Mary Moberg ’51, 
Roy Katskee ’60, Joanie 
Eledge Labenz ’76, Jim 
Leslie ‘59 

Registration Form for �  Alumni Association �  Golf Outing �  1st Annual Alumni Open House  
Please make sure the information on your mailing label on page 4 is correct and that it is attached to this form when you mail it. Send 
form to (and mail check, if applicable, made out to) the CHS Foundation, P. O. Box 31610, Omaha, Nebraska 68131-0610. 

Golf Outing:  Name(s) of participants @ $125 each ________________________________________________________  

Alumni Association: Level of membership (Fees are annual/three years) �  Bronze Eagle $15/$40   �  Silver Eagle $25/$65   
�  Golden Eagle $50/$135   �  Platinum Eagle $100/$275   �  Emerald Eagle $250/$715   �  Diamond Eagle $500/$1400  

Open House RSVP: Name(s) of attendees _______________________________________________________________
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Get Central High Photos & Memorabilia and Support Your Alumni 
Association!. Go to http://photosbymib.smugmug.com and click on the 
Central gallery. New photographs are added continually, as are CHS 
items such as T- shirts, mugs, mouse pads, puzzles, magnets, key chains, 
and tiles. The Alum ni Association gets half of the proceeds from your 
purchase. Great gifts! 

The Class of 1946enjoyed its 60-year reunion
so much (August 11-12, 2006), planners are
already working on the 65-year fête. If you are
intested in receiving an e-mailed copy of the
above photos with the individuals identified by
name, please e-mail eunie@denenberg.com


